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was not many weeks, for no machinery that is not absolutely
and completely "fool-proof" can stand the handling it
gets from an Arab, and in Mosul the simplest repair may
necessitate months of delay. There will be no market for
machinery in the interior of Turkey, until good repair shops
can be provided as well.
As capital of the province Mosul is the residence of a Vali,
but the town is administered under him by an " adminis-
trative council of reputable citizens," who are popularly
believed to be the most corrupt gang of the sort in all
Turkey. And we devoutly hope that the imputation is
true, for any clique which is more corrupt than they are
must be black indeed. Their leader is one Haji Ahmed,
" son of the soap-seller," ibn Sabonji; a large landed pro-
prietor who has accumulated his estate by the simple process
of ordering any unhappy Naboth whose land bordered on
his own to sell to him at any price that his big neighbour
cared to name. If the small man consented, well and good;
if not, then an accusation against him, accompanied with a
trifle of bakhshish to the investigating judge, secured that
the imprudent Naboth should live untried in the town
prison till such time as he should see reason.
This worthy has had upS and downs in his life, and once
fell very foul of a Vali, who was seized with natural zeal
to check the plundering of the public purse when he found
that Sabonji Pasha had laid hands on certain funds that he
bad intended to appropriate himself 1 Thus that distin-
guished member of the town council was pilloried; i.e. was
put on a donkey with his face blackened and turned to the
tail, and so led round the town; being thereafter put into
bhe cesspool of the Government "Serai" to pass the night.
' lyba " (shame) such as this would end the career of
nost men, but Sabonji has some unusual gifts, and intrigue
md bribery soon brought him into power again.
The fact that one of the finest and largest houses in the
:own was built by one of the smaller legal officials, nominally
mt of fifteen months1 saving of a salary which, when paid,
imounted to sixty pounds per annum, may perhaps be
ividence of what " pickings " amount to In the trade of